at -15--20'C was added 2 eq. of LiAIH4 in THE intermittently over a period of 30 minutes. The reaction mixture was stirred for 30 minutes at the same temperature.
After decomposition of the excess reagent by addition of 2 N HCI, the solvent was evaporated and the residue was extracted with ethyl acetate. The extract was washed with water and then dried. The dried material, benzyloxycarbonyl -D -phenylalaninal (2), was used in the following reaction without further purification. An aqueous suspension of 2 was treated with 2 eq. of NaHSO; at 60°C for 2 hours to form the adduct (3). It was extracted from the clear reaction mixture with ethyl acetate and crystalline powder of 3 was obtained after evaporation of the solvent in 74° yield starting from the pyrazolide. To an ice-cold aqueous solution of 3 was added I eq. of NaCN over a period of l hour to form the cyanohydrin (4). It was extracted with ethyl acetate in 94'/0 yield. Refiux of 4 in 6 N HCI gave AHPA in 79 yield. As expected, AHPA thus obtained was a mixture of (2S,3R)-and (2R,3R)-isomers.
(2S, 3R)-AHPA was separated from its diastereoisomer by Dowex 50 chromatography using linear gradient elution between 0. 
